Student Briefs pp. 30-31 by unknown
30 2009 Advocate www.law.uga.edu
Student Briefs
National Trial Competition
Two teams from Georgia Law captured first place at a regional 
round of the 2009 Texas Bar Association National Trial Competition, 
dominating the mock trial tournament composed of more than 25 
teams. 
Competing in two different divisions in the Atlanta contest, both 
teams earned the right to advance to the national tier.
On the national stage, third-year law students Michael J. Eshman 
and Titus T. Nichols finished as semifinalists, and third-year students 
Amer H. Ahmad and Erin P. Redmon placed as quarterfinalists.
Buffalo-Niagara Mock Trial Competition
Georgia Law had a top eight finish in the national 6th Annual 
Buffalo-Niagara Mock Trial Competition. 
The team was composed of third-year law students Daniel L. 
Huynh, Christine A. Saunders, Kenneth W. Stroud and Jahnisa P. 
Tate.
Thurgood Marshall Mock Trial Competition
Georgia Law took first place in a regional round of the Thurgood 
Marshall Mock Trial Competition. Third-year law students Danielle 
D. Davis, Candace A. Hill, Melanie D. Reed and Arlisa A. Woodard 
beat 23 teams to take the crown and advance to the national tier of 
the tournament, where they finished as quarterfinalists.
Also, third-year law student Geoffrey A. Alls and second-year 
law students Princewell N. Njoku, Joi R. Reed and Natalece I. 
Washington competed in the regional round where they were quar-
terfinalists. 
Hulsey-Kimbrell Moot Court Competition
Georgia Law defeated the University of Florida in the 27th 
Annual Hulsey-Kimbrell Moot Court Competition, which is tradi-
tionally held on the eve of the Georgia-Florida football game. 
Third-year law students James S. Derrick and David J. Younker 
composed the winning team and continued Georgia Law’s domi-
nance in this tournament. Georgia Law’s overall record now stands 
at 18-7-2.
Capturing first in the regional round of the National Trial Competition were (l. to r.) 
Amer Ahmad, Erin Redmon, Titus Nichols and Michael Eshman. 
Intrastate sweep among advocacy 
season highlights
Once again, Georgia Law swept the Intrastate Moot Court Competition, 
which has teams from all five of the state’s law schools vying to be the best. 
Second-year law students S. Aliya Charlery, Alison L. Lee and Jonathan D. 
Parente won the Best Brief Award and defeated Georgia State University in the 
final round to take first place, while a second team from Georgia Law, composed 
of second-year students Marie E. Greene, Sean P. Kane and Elizabeth R. Story, 
finished as semifinalists. Greene was named the competition’s best oralist. 
This is the second year in a row that Georgia Law has swept this tournament, 
winning all three trophies, and marks the school’s fourth straight championship 
title.
Third-year law students (l. to r.) Danielle Davis, Candace Hill, Melanie Reed and 
Arlisa Woodard took home the top trophy in the regional round of the Thurgood 
Marshall Mock Trial Competition. 
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Family & Friends Visitation Day
First-year law student Katherine Holley (right) shares 
a laugh with classmate Christina Hadley (second from 
left) and her parents, Isaac and Linda, during Family and 
Friends Visitation Day. This event is designed to help the 
family and friends of first-year law students better under-
stand the law school experience.
Justice Thomas Visit
U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas made 
his fourth visit to Georgia Law this past fall to 
spend time with students and faculty. Some of his 
activities included lecturing in class and responding 
to students during a question and answer session. 
He also participated in several small group discus-
sions, one of which was with the Georgia Law 
Review staff (pictured above).
Negotiation Team
The law school is currently exploring the creation of a business law and 
ethics program, coupled with more transactional skills-based courses. As 
part of this new endeavor, the school fielded two teams in the American 
Bar Association Law Student Division’s Negotiation Competition. The 
teams were composed of (front row, l. to r.) second-year law student 
Binford Minter, Business Law and Ethics Program Instructor Carol Morgan 
(J.D.’79) (coach), second-year law student Sara Gheesling, third-year law 
student Danielle Davis, second-year law student Rachel Goodrich, (middle 
row, l. to r.) second-year law students Johnson Bazzel and Patrick Baldwin, 
Mediation Practicum Managing Attorney Eleanor Lanier (coach), (back row, 
l. to r.) third-year law student Robert Swartwood and second-year law stu-
dents Allan Galis and Dimitri Williams.
EJF Auction
Second-year law student 
Russell Edwards bids on 
an item during the 24th 
Annual Equal Justice 
Foundation Auction, 
while his classmate 
Kelly Christian looks on. 
Proceeds from the auc-
tion go to EJF’s 2009 
summer fellowships, 
which help support 
Georgia Law students 
working in public inter-
est positions during the 
summer. This year, more 
than $21,000 was raised. 
Photo courtesy of Bob 
Brussack (J.D.’76).
Chief Justice of India Speaks at Law School
Chief Justice K.G. Balakrishnan of the 
Supreme Court of India (left) spoke 
with second-year law student David 
Smythe (right) during a reception fol-
lowing Balakrishnan’s presentation titled 
“Individual Rights in India: A Perspective 
from the Supreme Court.” The chief jus-
tice was visiting the area as part of a dis-
tinguished delegation that also met with 
members of the law school’s Dean Rusk 
Center and participated in various events 
in Atlanta.
To view more photos from 
this year’s events, please 
visit www.law.uga.edu/
photos/studentindex.
html.
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Andrew Pinson: 
Determined to succeed
First-year law student Andrew A. Pinson 
is an outstanding student in every sense of 
the word. He completed his Bachelor of 
Business Administration in banking and 
finance with a 4.0 GPA, graduated summa 
cum laude and was recognized as a first honor 
graduate.
However, as a well rounded student, 
Pinson’s undergraduate experience at UGA 
consisted of much more than his work in 
the classroom. He spent his time away from 
school, particularly over the summer, partici-
pating in a myriad of activities.
During the summer after his freshman 
year, Pinson worked in Augusta, Ga., as an 
intern in the U.S. Congressional Office of 
Charles W. “Charlie” Norwood Jr., who 
later passed away in 2007. While working in 
the representative’s office, Pinson conducted 
constituency research, created mailings and 
maintained meeting schedules and data-
bases.
After his junior year, he spent part of 
the summer studying abroad in Australia. 
Examining issues of ecology and conserva-
tion, Pinson enjoyed learning about some-
thing “totally different” from the curriculum 
he studied as a finance major. 
He characterized this experience as “a 
big, long field trip” and said his favorite part 
of the trip was scuba diving on the Great 
Barrier Reef.
Just before matriculating at Georgia Law, 
Pinson spent the summer working as an 
intern in the corporate marketing depart-
ment at Zaxby’s. Much of his work there 
focused on conducting research about how 
to market the restaurant in different regions 
of the country.
Above all these activities, Pinson said 
his “single most time consuming and most 
rewarding experience” was his time of service 
as president of his fraternity Phi Kappa Psi. 
Under his leadership, membership doubled 
in size from the time he was a freshman, and 
the organization returned to its philanthropic 
mission by working with Relay for Life and 
the Boys and Girls Clubs of Athens.
Even though his parents are both gradu-
ates of UGA’s College of Veterinary Medicine, 
Pinson never really considered following in 
their footsteps. 
“I knew I wanted to go to law school 
before I left high school,” Pinson said.
However, Pinson still gives them credit 
as the people who instilled in him his fierce 
sense of determination.
Now, with that same resolve, he has 
set his sights on law school. Pinson has 
embraced the challenge of adapting to a new 
educational experience at Georgia Law as 
compared to his undergraduate work. 
He said he enjoyed all of his first-year 
classes and professors, especially Contracts 
with University Professor and Caldwell Chair 
Dan T. Coenen and Civil Procedure with 
Associate Professor Peter B. “Bo” Rutledge.
Next year, this Law School Association 
and Michael Sharp Scholar hopes to be 
accepted to work on the board of the Georgia 
Law Review and would also like to compete 
as a member of the school’s moot court 
team.
Beyond law school, Pinson aspires to clerk 
with the U.S. Court of Appeals in Atlanta or 
Washington, D.C. If all goes according to 
plan, his next step would be to serve as a 
judicial clerk for the U.S. Supreme Court. 
Pinson eventually would like to specialize 
in transactional law or commercial litigation 
but ultimately hopes to become a judge.
Despite his determination and all the suc-
cess he has enjoyed in life, Pinson remains 
humble and gives others recognition for 
what he has achieved.
“God and family are the foundation that 
helps me keep on trucking,” he said.
Reagan Bush: Following 
her passions
For second-year law student Reagan M. 
Bush, the tragic events of Sept. 11 greatly 
affected both her and her family. With a 
father who works as a pilot and a mother, 
a stepmother and an aunt who are all flight 
attendants, time seemed to stand still when 
she heard the news of what had happened.
“I will never forget feeling so frozen and 
scared,” Bush said.
Fortunately, Bush soon made contact 
with her parents and other family members. 
Based out of Philadelphia, her father had 
been in the air that day, but his flight was 
quickly grounded in Charlotte, N.C. Bush’s 
mother had received a call telling her to 
return home before she arrived at work.
At that time in her life, Bush had an inter-
est in government and dreamed of working 
as a special agent for the FBI. She said what 
happened on that fateful day did nothing 
but affirm her desire to serve her country.
As a first step, Bush studied political 
science as an undergraduate student at 
Vanderbilt University. She also minored in 
Islamic studies to better understand Middle 
Eastern religion and culture and even studied 
Arabic.
“I definitely reached out to try to learn 
Arabic because that would make me more 
attractive for the FBI,” Bush said.
Moreover, Bush discovered an interest 
in women’s and gender studies in college 
and declared a second major in this area of 
study.
A self-declared feminist, she worked as a 
peer educator for Project Safe, an organiza-
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tion which seeks to protect women from 
domestic violence. Additionally, she was 
involved with IMAGE, a group that pro-
motes a healthy body image and self-esteem 
among women.
When Bush graduated from Vanderbilt, 
coming to Georgia Law to earn her J.D. 
was supposed to be the next step toward her 
career as a special agent. However, her inter-
ests began to shift. 
While working with Georgia Law’s 
Family Violence Clinic, Bush thoroughly 
enjoyed helping people in unhealthy situa-
tions find safety.
“I felt like I [was] learning a lot, and I 
[was] really making a difference,” Bush said.
Because of her love for animals, she took a 
course in animal law. And, through her con-
nections as president of the Student Animal 
Legal Defense Fund, she will intern this 
summer in ALDF’s office in Portland, Ore.
While the idea of working with the FBI 
still looms in the back of her mind, Bush 
would now like to work somewhere where 
she can utilize more of her legal skills.
“I’ve gotten really excited about the 
thought of an animal law/family law hybrid 
practice because a lot of the issues overlap,” 
she said.
Such a practice would give Bush the 
opportunity to work in the areas of law 
about which she is most passionate and with 
clients for whom she greatly cares. 
No matter where her career takes her, she 
wants to do something to help people and 
animals in order to make the world a better 
place.
“I don’t want to stop being active in the 
world until everyone has a good standard of 
living,” Bush said.
Daniel Tilley: Fighting 
injustice
Daniel B. Tilley never wanted to be a 
lawyer. Despite his mother being a judge 
and his father being an attorney, Tilley had 
no interest in pursuing a legal career. His 
passion was music.
Tilley began taking piano lessons in 
the first grade and continued those lessons 
throughout high school. When he began 
considering his options for college, Tilley was 
ready to leave his hometown of Cartersville, 
Ga., and live “in a big city. I wanted to be 
some place new and different,” he said.
After applying to urban schools across the 
country, Tilley decided to study piano per-
formance at New York University. Outside 
the classroom, Tilley had the opportunity to 
work as a piano accompanist for other instru-
mentalists and singers. He also sang with the 
Student Chamber Singers, a self-organized 
ensemble of about 16 NYU students.
While living in the Big Apple, Tilley 
realized he had an interest in public service, 
foreign affairs and human rights. 
During his junior year, he decided to 
go abroad for his last summer in college 
and arranged to work in a bakery in Berlin, 
Germany. He said this experience affirmed 
his desire to change paths.
“I think just being there and meeting all 
sorts of interesting people sparked my inter-
est in other cultures. And, I happened to be 
there during the excitement of a major elec-
tion year. As an outsider, it was fascinating 
to see the functioning of a foreign political 
system, and it really broadened my thinking 
on democracy and the ways societies func-
tion. It made me really interested in foreign 
affairs,” he added.
To pursue this new passion, Tilley decid-
ed law school would be the best next step. 
His parents even gave him a copy of Black’s 
Law Dictionary as a humorous, yet foretell-
ing, Christmas gift.
Tilley knew when he arrived at Georgia 
Law that committing to a legal education 
and career would mean making music a 
hobby. However, he still takes time to play 
whenever he can. Additionally, Tilley has 
volunteered with Recording for the Blind 
and Dyslexic, where he has recorded music 
textbooks by reading the words and playing 
the musical examples from the text.
With funding from Georgia Law’s Global 
Internship Program, Tilley spent the summer 
after his second year of law school in Arusha, 
Tanzania. 
There, he worked with the United 
Nations International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda in its “chambers support section,” 
which he said was similar to a judicial clerk-
ship under several judges.
One of his responsibilities was drafting 
documents for the court in response to attor-
ney motions. He also attended trials to assess 
the demeanor of witnesses and participated 
in the analysis of evidence, which he said 
involved “looking at trial transcripts and 
culling material for relevance to the indict-
ment.” Often, he had to summarize witness 
testimony and organize it in a logical fashion.
The extreme poverty Tilley witnessed 
in Africa was truly staggering and motivat-
ing for him. It showed him how fortunate 
he was and inspired him to “fight” for the 
oppressed.
“You realize the amazing amount of 
opportunity and societal wealth [Americans] 
are all just born into,” he added.
After graduating from Georgia Law, 
Tilley began serving as a judicial clerk for the 
Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces in 
Washington, D.C. 
His next goal is to work for a nonprofit 
organization such as Human Rights Watch, 
the Center for Constitutional Rights or the 
American Civil Liberties Union, where he 
can advocate for human rights and the pub-
lic good by fighting against social injustice.– All profiles written by Drew Bloodworth.
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